
Issue 113 | June 2018 | 109

Scan Magazine | Artist of the Month | Finland

Finnish artist Riikka Ahlfors observes mundane everyday places such as stations 
and escalators and transforms her observations into captivating paintings. 
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When everyday moments turn into mystery
Artist of the Month, Finland

Back in her studio, Ahlfors distances her-
self from the locations by inverting the 
photographs into their negative colours, 
using that as a starting point for her paint-
ing. By using oil on canvas, the mundane 
moment becomes abstraction in Ahlfors’ 
hands, but still retains a memory of the 
original moment. “I don’t invent situations 
– I look at them from a different angle,” 
Ahlfors says about her process. 

The artist gives herself a tight concep-
tual frame, which allows her freedom to 
create. “The process is like a spiral that 
takes me around the subject but still 
leads me deeper into it,” she says. The 
result – paintings full of energy with vi-
brant colours and movement – is uplift-
ing, leaving the viewer filled with joy. “I 
have a positive outlook on everyday life,” 
Ahlfors admits, and talks fondly about 
air filled with light. She wants the viewer 
to step inside the moment and to experi-
ence it with all five senses and feelings. 

Ahlfors gets her inspiration from nature, 
light and colours. Back in Canada, where 
she lived for 14 years, she worked as a 
florist as well as an artist, and she has 
enjoyed being outside and wandering in 
nature since she was a child. The crea-
tion of art has always been present in her 
life, and she describes herself as “a very 
hands-on person”.

For the first time, Ahlfors’ work is now 
exhibited at the Mänttä Art Festival, 
where a collection of her paintings are 

curated under the theme of Apophasis. 
“Maybe turning things upside down is a 
way of finding new solutions that can give 
hope for the future,” suggests the artist.

XXIII Mänttä Art Festival runs from 17 
June to 31 August 2018.
Web: www.kuvataideviikot.fi
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Apophasis is a rhetorical device wherein 
the speaker or writer brings up a subject 
by either denying it, or denying that it 
should be brought up. Accordingly, it can 
be seen as a rhetorical relative of irony.

Apophasis 1 – Blue Moment, 119cm x 159cm, oil on linen, 2017.Apophasis 5, 118cm x 158cm, oil on linen, 2018.

Apophasis 2, 118cm x 158cm, oil on linen, 2018. 

Apophasis 4, 118cm x 158cm, oil on linen, 2018. 


